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THE
BEARDED
VULTURE

IS BACKI

by Bruno wagll

Fly me to the Moon, Bearded vulture , Gemmipass, Switzerland




extinction because they were said Lo prey
on lambs. chamois and even babies. This
wias, of course, superstition and complete

nonsense

Juvenile Beardedvultul
lattenhomer, Valais, 5w



It required a lot of effort and
determination for its reinstatement as
the largest bird in the alpine wilderness
The first reintroductions took place in
Austria in 1986, followed by France in
1987 and since 1991, bearded wultures
have been successfully reestablished in
the Swiss Alps. Today, there are around
50 breeding pairs in Switzerland,

Juvenile Bearded vulture; above Plattenh&rner, Valais, Switzerland
MIKON D45, NIKKOR S00mm 4.0 VR
174000 sec, 179, ISO 800
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Juvenile Bearded vulture;
above Plattenhorner, Valais, Switzerland,







Adult Bearded vulture, Plattenhdrner, Valais, Switzerland
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dearded vultures reach sexual rmaturity a 2 age
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This is the ©
specializes in
animals. Their hand
bone is remarkable;
from a great height
they shatter.

vulture species that
g on the bones of dead
ling of large pieces of
bones are dropped
5«: ree slopes until

Due to their special diet, be
share their habitat with other alpine
such as golden eagles. alpine™

(Pyrrhocorax  graculus), ravens
corax) and foxes. The Alpine a
{Prunella collaris) and the snow sparm
{Montifringilla nivalis) can also be found irF
the same regions.

vultures
irnals

Adult Bearded vulture;
above Gemmipass, Switzerland
NIKON D45, NIKKOR 500mm (/40 VR
174000 sec. /6.3 1SO 200, -067
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Alpine cough; Gemmipass, Switzerland
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Adult Bearded vulture above Leukerbad, Valais, Switzerland

FeF.

Bearded vultures can be obsemnved in various s -
pltaces n the Swiss Alps. sometimes and .

with a lot of luck even while sking or from

i Bern and Valais has

hotspot. It lies at an

2400 meters (about 149 mi) and ¢

d by cable car rom Leukerbad

If t ittons are ‘nght."you will find a
Grod graphers there — watchin




Adult Bearded vulture; above Gemmipass, Switzerland
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- : . Photographing bearded vultures requires the
- : right conditions, a lot of patience and a bit of
: luck. as their population is still very small. One
often must wait for hours in the cold and icy
winds for the majestic birds to fiy by and not all
my visits to their habitat have been successful,

Photographers waiting for the

Bearded vulture; above Gemmipass

NIKON Z8, NIKKOR Z 100-400mm (4 5-56 VR S @ ééqmm - 5
13200 sec. {63, 150 72 w
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Adult Bearded vulture; above Gemmipass, Switzerland
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Sometimes one can see the birds, but they are
toc ar away lo capture by camera. But if you
are lucky, the ever-curious bearded vulture sails
directly over your head at a relatively low altitude,
making a distinct noise. This experience alone is
worth all the trouble.
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Adult Bearded vulture; above Gemmipass, Switzerland
NIKON D4, NIKKOR 500mm 174.0 VR
1/1250 sec, F/11 150 1000, -0.33
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Juvenile Bearded vulture; above Plattenhorner, Valais, Switzerland
NIKON D45, NIKKOR 500mm 4.0 VR
1/3200 sec, /9, 150 800, -0.67
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ém li m!.l advised to wear suitable outdoor
dﬂﬂ'ﬁslg* in several layers and appropriate
footwear suitable for the mountains, even
¢WW onthelecationand weather
éﬁﬁ[iens. ‘Gloves are necessary and should
allbwyoﬁ.l to operate the camera. A flask of warm
tea and some energy bars should certainly find

space in your backpack.
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White-winged snowfinch; Gemmipass, Switzerland

: : NIKON D4, NIKKOR 500mm 1/4.0 VR
A camera with a high frame rate and a lens with 1/8000 sec, /71, IS0 1000, -0.33

a focal length of 400 to 600 millimeters are your
first choice. A tripod with a gimbal can be set up.
but | prefer hand-held photography. The decisive
factor is the autofocus, which should be able
to reliably detect distant birds and keep them in
focus while in flight. It is particularly tricky when
a young bird is in front of a rock face. as this can
hardly be recognized by the human eye.
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Alpine accentor; Switzerland

NIKON D45 OR 500mm /4.0
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As always with birds in flight, | saw the best
results with manual settings, a fast shutter speed
and an open aperture. The lighting conditions
often allow very low 150 values. Exposure
compensation helps to make the snow appear
white. As the vultures use updrafts, they iy at
times of day when the sun is vertical, and the
light is very harsh. This is not ideal and often
reguires compromises in the settings

You can pass the time waiting for the vultures
or eagles by photographing the trusty alpine
accentors, snow sparrows and alpine choughs
Even if you do not spot a bearded vulture, you
are sure 1o at least get some good pictures of
those. And with a bit of luck, you may even
come across an ibex on the road to the Gemmi
pass!

[RLARE Pra O sAarHIC




ar

A
M

= = ol S et

About the Photographer
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